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Department of Design Takahiro ETO

“THE PRINTERS” is a project that pursues the expression that
is only possible through graphic design. The “expansiveness” of
graphic design is due to its extensibility, lack of regionality, and
other characteristics, which can be discussed and implemented
for any amount of time. However, | am more interested in
considering its origins, that is, in pursuing its “depth.” The first
results of this project are represented in “REPRINT A-Z.”
Initially, the halftones that form the material for the project

were collected and scanned from old documents. Halftones

are aggregations of small dots that reproduce illustrations, or
figures, and are elements specific to printing. If these halftones
are expanded, a fascinating expression is shown. It occurs when
the noise produced during the printing process is mixed into
the mechanical uniformity of the tones. The overlapping of
these halftones creates a variety of effects and patterns. In this
work, pictorial symbols are designed by putting these elements .
together.
Finally, these symbols are once again affixed to paper

using a silkscreen process. The halftones used are not collected

from photos of earth or stones, but they do produce a feeling

that is both new and old and marked by hardness and roughness.

graphic designer / Born in Shizuoka in 1981. Graduated from Doctoral Degree Course, Graduate
School of Tama Art University (Ph.D.) in 2010. Since 2016, own studio in Tokyo.

He is experimenting to develop graphic design specific expressions in various fields. Awards
he received include: The 9th International Poster Triennial in Toyama 2009 Bronze Prize, 22nd

International Poster Biennale in Warsaw Honorary Mention, Japan Typography Association

2019 Bestwork Prize, and more. Assistant professor at Tokyo Polytechnic University since 2018.
Member of JAGDA.
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